Golden Lake-From Yesterday to Today

Original settlers

Native American tribes

Before European settlers arrived in southeast Wisconsin in the 1830s, the Ho-Chunk and
Potawatomi Native American tribes lived in the Golden Lake area.

European Settlers

In 1832, Lieutenant Meriwether Lewis drew a map of the Lake Region (including Golden Lake) as part of
his exploration of the Great Lakes Region and points west. Together with William Clark, they led the
Lewis and Clark Expedition through the largely uncharted interior of the USA. Lieutenant Lewis was an
expert mapmaker and was an officer in the Black Hawk War.

After the Civil War, references were made to “Gold Lake,” and the main road that was built was called
“Gold Lake Road.”

Golden Lake in the 19*" Century
Golden Lake Brewery

The Golden Lake Brewery was started by Ortiges (Otis) Bullwinkle in 1859. Stones were
hauled from the Wales area to build cooling caves for the beer. The brewery turned out about 400 kegs
of beer per year stamped “Golden Lake Brewery.” The kegs were loaded on to wagons and carried to
saloons around the area, including Henry Stohman’s Golden Lake House. in 1883, the railroad came
through to Golden Lake bringing Milwaukee beer to the area, and many of the local breweries including
Golden Lake closed.

Thompson’s Stage Line

Thompson’s stagecoach had Golden Lake as a regular stop, and a group of traveling lawyers stopped at
the Golden Lake Brewery to “stretch their legs and have a bracer.” This story was reported by Betty
Sipos, a prominent local resident. Thompson’s stage line ran along the military road (now Highway 18)
constructed in 1838 by the US Army to connect Milwaukee and Madison.













“My sister and | stayed in my parent’s station wagon on Saturday evening while my mom and dad
danced at Beckers.”-Bob Butschke, current Golden Lake resident. Bob also had the first double decker
pontoon boat on Golden Lake and a water slide that has moved around the lake.

Golden Lake Shoppe

Until 1929, the property on the corner of County BB and Highway 18 was a swamp hole.
Reinhold Fritsch built a home and a store/tavern on the property, and patrons were able to purchase

gasoline from 2 pumps. The store featured ice cream, groceries, tobacco, and the famous Weizel
sausages.

(photo of Shoppe)

Golden Lake Yacht Club

In the 1940s, Goiden Lake had a Yacht Club, and Class C sailboats raced on the lake many
weekends. Two people crewed each boat, and membership in the Yacht Club cost $5.00.

Sullivan Ice Harvesters

Ice harvesting was a tough and very cold job, done by part time employees such as carpenters and
farmers who did not have full time work. The harvested ice was delivered by horse drawn carriages to
homes and businesses to preserve food. Railroads also used harvested ice in refrigerated cars to move
food across the country.lce harvesting declined with the introduction of refrigerators and iceboxes.
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